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INTRODUCTION

“It seems to be an Aladdin-like creation—these stately buildings arising
overnight ... a symbol of what American business is prepared to
give—and be.”

Edwin Gay, Former HBS Dean, Dedication Addresses, June 4, 1927

From the incorporation of Harvard Business School (HBS) in 1908, its founders wrestled with
guestions regarding the School’s institutional mission and social responsibilities intrinsic to the
study of business within the university setting. It soon became
apparent that the School, which occupied parts of far-flung
buildings on the Harvard grounds in Cambridge, would require
a larger, integrated site to sustain its growing student population.
With the support of New York banker George F. Baker and the
guidance of HBS Dean Wallace B. Donham, construction of the
neo-Georgian campus, designed by McKim, Mead & White and
located on the banks of the Charles River, was completed in 1927.
The graceful, expansive new campus not only gave the School
its first real home, but helped legitimize the fledgling discipline
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of business administration.

Information from: https://www.library.hbs.edu/hc/buildinghbs/introduction.html
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1908

Harvard Graduate School of Business
Administration established (the world's
first MBA program) with a faculty of 15, 33
regular students, and 47 pecial students.

1922

The Doctoral Program was established.

1922

The Harvard Business Review was
founded.

1924

The case method was established as
the primary method of instruction.

1924

Business school campus constructed.
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1945

First executive education program

(Advanced Management Program) held
— a group of sixty executives and

recently demobilized veterans.

1959

Women graduates of the Harvard-Radcliffe
Program in Business Administration were
admitted to the second year of the MBA
program.

1993

Harvard Business Publishing was formed
as awholly owned subsidiary of Harvard
University.

1997-2017

Global Research Centers opened in Silicon
Valley; other regional research centers were
opened in Asia-Pacific(1999), Latin America
(2000), Japan (2002), Europe (2003), India (2006),
Istanbul (2013), and Johannesburg (2017).

2013

Founded Harvard Business School Online.
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